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HOW TO MAKE A 

mmam mf 





If HEN ROLL INTO A CONE 
SHAPE ANP OVERLAP THE 
EP6B6 UNTIL THE HAT FIT* 
THE HEAD. FA6TEN 
ED6E6WITHflW0£ 
SCOTCH TAPE.. 
*= * 

COMPLETE YOUR HAT 
\4\TH A PAPER BALL- 
ON TOP. 



THE MOVING PONE 

HOLD THI6 PICTURE ON THE LEVEL 
WITH YOUR EYE6 AND WING IT 6WWLY 
TOWARD YOUR FACE UNTIL YOUR N06E 
T0U£HE4 THE BLACK POT. HOLD IT 
THERE A FEW 4BC0HQ6 AND THE BONE 
WILL APPEAR TO MOVE ANP ENTER THE 
DOG'4 MOUTH... 





C=3 



CAN YOU ARRANGE THE4E 4QUAZZ4 
TO 4PELL A &»& NAME T 




ffikww*£g 



VN3T 



fur miT THE «&QUAEE<& BELOW ON THE DOTTED UNE6. PA<&TE ON HEAVY PAPER OR 
'AWE^RDfwNC^THe^UAffie .NTO 7W*DS. PUT THE DIFFERENT THIRD* 
TOGETHER ANP «»EE HOW MANY NEWFACB6 YOU CAN MAKE . . 
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LIEUTENANT ROLLINS, l?ETUf?N TO] 
GEWEt?ALPAKEMHAM, GWE HIM OURT / 
LOCATION, ANP T£LL HIM WEIL ~ 
START MARCHING' ON NEW ORLEANS 
AT PAWN, r SHALL PL AM TO JOIN 
FORCES WITH THE MMN Af?MY 
TWO PAYS 
HENCE. 



"A 



V 



«** 



/A" i" £>W SET MRP ^ 

TO JACKSOU, HE'LL Se 

ASLE TO CLEANUP TffIS 

SMALL POPCE AHO HAVE 

TWO PAYS TO PREPARE 

FOR PAKENHAMS- 

Amvf 
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I BEEN LOOKM' 
POM VOU, MAKE HENRI. 
T'SE GOMNA MICE 
YOU AWAV 
SAFE. 



NO,NO,ClNDA. 
I'VE GOT TO GET TO 
NEW ORLEANS AMP 
WARM THEAA OP 
THE BRITISH 
LANPINS. 



i ; V; 
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1 ALONG THE STREAM THEY SEAIJCHEP IN THE 
PALE LK5HT OF THE MOOti... 



...FEARING A SUMMOHS TO HALT AT EVERY MOMENT... 
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... POISONOUS SNAKES COULP PROP 
ONTO THE RAFT... 



... WE GREAT SWAMP GATORS, ON THE 
PROWL FOP FOOi>,.. 
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... THE ST/?£AM fTSELF, TURNING AND TWISTING, *%_'*' 
WRSSB ON£ COULD SS LOST P0Zgt>-£g, „ .-*$> ■ |||$ 
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BY F.E.CRANPALL 
jT/Zusfrated 6y Paul Zender 




GOP POINTEP OUT JDB& PIETY 
TO SATAN, WHO REPLIED... 



THOU HAST BLESSED 
TUP WORK OF HIS 
HANDS, BUT PUT 
FORTH THY HAND 
AND TAKE AWAY 
Alt THAT HE HATH j 
AND HE Will 
CORSE THEE, 



HE PAILY MAPE SACRIFICES TO SOP. LIST HBORANVONB 
OF HIS FAMILV MIGHT HAVE IN SOME SMALL, WAY OFFENDED HIM. 
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Three of job's friends heard of the evil, and came 
to see him... 




JOB, UNABLE TO SEAR HIS FRIENDS' GRIEF, 
CALLS OPON SOD TO END HIS MISERY . . . 



TRIASURI CHIST 
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.. , ANO Job replies in wows that will be repeated 

COUNTLESS TIMES IN AGES TO COME . -. 




THEN THERE AROSE A GREAT WHIRLWIND, 
AND GOD SPOKE... 




Goo blessep job for his patience 

IN HIS MISFORTUNE ... 



... AND AGAIN TRIED JOBS FAITH ! 




/H 




Ever since that far-off timi.peopis 
have usepthe worps'escape with the 
kin of mv teeth" to denote avery cu3se 
or breathtaking avoidance of some- 
thing bad or unfortunate . 
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Ships using the pan/ima canal MUST BE RA/SEP to the level of oatun LAVE bv 

FASS/NG THROUGH A SERIES OF LOCKS. THE WATER LEVEL OF THE LAKE /S CONTROLLED 
BY THE PAM ANP LOCKS AT GATUN ANP THE LOCKS AT M/RAFLQRES . 

THE PANAMA CANAL SAVES SH/FS CRUfS/NG FROM THEATLANT/C TO THEFAC/E/CA 
RUN OF OVER 9,000 M/LES AROUNP SOUTH ■AMER/CR ANP &U66ED CAPEHORA/... 
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SERIOUS ENOUGH. THAT RAD- 
ICAL GROUP I TOLD YOU 
ABOUT, WHICH IS CONTROLLED 
PROM YOU KNOW WHERE", IS 
| JUST ITCHING- TO CAUSE EM- 
BARRASSMENT TO OUR STATE 
|P£PART/WENT BEFORE" THE" 
!fNTEf?-AMEf?ICAN CONFERENCE. 
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WHERE HAl 

YOU 6EEN , 

L0B0 9 



:Mm; 



,ii 



WJCHO, 


I, THE 




WATCHFUL OME, jij 


BRING GREAT /J 


NEU/S' ___^ 




D^fl 


1 


&\*Wfi*% 


■ 1 


ft 


fcuf 
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% 
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THE SON OF THE \ W/UESS ONE! 

GDftWWlS5ION£"R /MAKES ) THAT I KNOW AL- 
A SWIPED TOUR OF J READY.' I THINK 
THE SIGHTS OF <T YOU HAVE BEEN 
THE CANAL! J. SLEEPING- UNDER A 
PAPAYA TREE - ./ 




TIME HAS CO/WE FOR US ^"N 
TO ACT/ AND MIND YOU, I U/ANT \ 
NO NONSENSE WHILE WE LURE ) 
THE YOUNG NORTE -AMERICAWOjy 
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AS^P Ui 



* * * 



THEPES NOTHING FASTEC THAN LIGHTNINS -ESPECIALLY 
"GREASEP LIGHTNING-? SO WHEN WE SAY SOMETHING 
lS s, FASTEJZTWAN SREASEP LI&HTNIN&"— WELL ITS 

SPEED IS TREMENDOUS '.' 
Oi/£ INVENTIVE COLONIAL ANCESTORS ADPED THE 

"GREASED* PAKT, KNOWING THAT A Y&&QW WITH 6REASEP 
WHEELS WIL-L SO FASTER THAN ONE WITH PRY wheels 



V 



(^ 



o 





*3?W& SOUECE OF g 
EXPRESSIONS GOES 
YEARS. OTHERS AG 



PI£££S OP &I&MT. 




LARGE AMOUNTS OF SPANISH DOLLARS CIRCULATED 
TWEOUSh/PUT THE UNITED STATES BECAUSE OF OUR 

COMMEECE WITH SPANISH TERRITORIES. 
•TMPOLf&M OUZ PURCHASES OF SPANISH LANp EVEN M0I2E 
*PlEC£S OF EiGHT* WERE ADDED TO OUR CURRENCY- 
UP TO TH&ClViL- WAE TME SPANISH DDL LAS WAS USEP 

ALONG WITH THE AMERICAN POLLAF? 
THEY WERE BOTH EQUALS VALUE. THE SPANISH D0LLA2, 
WORTH 8 PEALS (R'EH-AHLS'), HAD THE NUMBER 8 STAMPED ON IT. 
HENCE ONE WHO HAD SEVERAL OF THESE DOLLARS HAP B PIECES 
OF EIGHT." OUR EXPRESSIONS tt TW0 : &fTS"<fe5<P AND 
"FOUR £|T5* (3o£) ARC DERIVED FROM THE gEAL, WORTH 
On'E EltWH OF THE SPANISH DOLLAR - 



m*mti 
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■MP"™*****""™ 



PASTE P, THAN 




ASBP LI&HTttltf6 



• • * 



H!Trifl# OK AUU SIX 



THERE'S NOTHING FASTER THAN LIGHTNING -ESPECIALLY 
*GR£ASEP Ll&HTNINOf SO WHEN WE SAY SOMETHI N€- 
lS "'FASTER THAN 6REASEP LIG-HTNING'"— WELL ITS 

SPEED IS TREMENDOUS { 
.OUP' INVENTIVE COLONIAL ANCESTORS APPED THE 
CREASED* PART, KNOWING THAT A WAGON WITH <3>REAS£p 

wheels will <so faster than one with pry wheels; 





• » • • • 

WHEN YOU'RE *WlTTIN<S-OWALL 

SI*" YOU RE DOING 
f|| YOUC JO& SMOOTHLY 

/ Vs and efficiently 

^ THE SAY I NG 
ORIGINATED 
WITH 

AUTO MECHANICS 
WHO ADJUSTED 
AN ENGINE'S 
CYLINDERS 

TO WIT 
PERFECTLY. 



^?H& GOURC& OF £om£ OF OUR CURtOUS 
EXPRESSIONS GOES SACK HUNDREDS OF 
YEARS. OTHERS AKE 0>F RECENT Om<*?\t>l. 



?l BtBS OF EK&HT . 



• 



LARGE AMOUNTS OF SPANISH DOLLARS CIRCULATED 

TNBOU&H^UT THE UNITED STATES SECAUSE OF OUR'. 

COMMERCE WITH SPANISH TERRITORIES. 
THOUGH OUR PURCHASES OF SPANISH LAN P EVEN MORE 
^PIECES OF EIGHT* WERE ApPED TO OUR. CURRENCY. 
L/P. TO THE CI VI L- WAR THE SPANISH DOLL AC WAS' USED 
ALONG WsTH THE AMERICAN DOLLAR 

THEY WERE BOTH E^UAL IN VALUE, THE SPANISH 0OLLA2, 
WORTH PEALS (REfi-AHLS'), HAD THE NUMBER 8 STAMPED ON IT. 
HENCE ONE WHO HAD SEVERAL OF THESE DOLLARS HAP w Pi ECES 

OF EIGHT," OUR EXPRESS IONS "TWO m& *&£0 ANp 
N FOUR &fTG>'C5o$ ARE V>mV£t> FROM THE g£AL, WORTH 
ON£ EIGHTH Op THE SPANISH DOLLAR. 




RIOT ACT* #. , 

IN 17IG 6£0R&E I OP 
ENGLAND ORDERED THAT 
ALL UNRULY CROWDS 
BE *R£AD TH£ 
RIOT ACT." 6NGUSH 

LAWS WERE 
CALLED * ACTS* 
AND THIS O^lS. 
ORDERED THEM 
TO SCATTER ANP 
GO £ACK HOME 

1^0 pou&r 

'„ ' georgeis: hap 
it read quite 
often to his 
•:beluous American 
colonies nowadays 
when you'pe scol-pzp 
and warned against 
any further mjs£rhav/n& 
you'pe ^£/ng *r£ad th£ 

RIOT ACT " 



n*Wm 



jj i i i 



m ■ i 



IBS 



^ i > l I^T'JV 



.Ifa- J— •7J^-ii_M lA ul lAiL'JMjm 
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HITTING ON AU. glX 



• • • • 




WUEN YOU RE WITTING OW ALL 

SIS." YOU'PE POIN& 
jT) VOUC JOB SMOOTWLY 
/ Vs ANP EFFICIENTLY 
f^ THESAYIN& 

ORlOlNATEP 
WITH 
AUTO MECWANICS 
WHO ADJUSTEP 
AS/ EN&IME'S 
CYL/NpEES 

TO HIT 
FERFECTL-Y. 



mm m 



.-: 7 = ? ^M6ii3 






some or ouf£ cueious 

BACK HUNDREDS OF 




■— °- • 



ID REAPTN6 
RIOT AGT# • . . 

IN 1716 GEOEGE I OF 
ENGLAND OEPEEEP THAT 
ALL UNEULY CfcOWDS 
BE *££AP TH£ 
RIOT ACT ."ENGLISH 
LAWS WERE 
CALLED *ACTS* 
ANP THIS ONE 
02PEEED THEM 
TO SCATTER ANP 
GO gACK HOME- 
NO pougr 
.' % ' george-ut hap 
it read quite 
often ro wis 

J2E8ELU0US AMERICAN 
. COLONIES NOWADAYS 
WHEN YOU'RE SCOLPEP 
AND WARNEP AGAINST 
ANY FURTHER MJS&EHAV/N& 
YOU'fZg &E/NG "'|2£AP THE 

mot. act* 
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eur at home, rrfe another story, as 

THE HOUSE MOUSE CAN TELL vOU . . . 



AND WHEN MOTHER NEEDS HELP, . . 



«&<*# 






.POOR CHILD 
' SHOULD KNOW BETTER 
THAN TO. ASK. HER . HER 
. FACE CLOUDS UP~fHE 

'minute she turns 
into Our front walk. 



m 



TSK, TSK. AND. 
r THE NEIGHBORS 
CALL HER SMILING 
SALLY. THEV 
SHOULD LIVE IN 
THIS HOLTSE! 




IM HURRYING SO THAT YOUR rfrM'i' 'll'V ' Ir 

FATHER AND I WONT BE LATE " 

FOR THE PTA MEETING. WOULD 

YOU MIND CARRYING OUT THE 

GARBAGE? AND PUTTING 

THE CHILDREN TO BED AFTER 




LATER ...SALLYS HOMEWORK TOOK ALL OF 
TWENTY MINUTES. ..OR AT LEAST, THATS HOW 
LONG SHE SPENT AT ITl 




YOU RE SO FORTUNATE, MRS.SURLV.j 
SALLY IS SUCH A PLEASANT GIRL, 
AND SO THOUGHTFUL. SHE MUST BE 
A GREAT HELP AT HOME.. AND, 
SO GOOD TOTHE LITTLE ONES/ 
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Ob&a&r 



Prepared under the supervision 
of the Commission on American 
Citizenship, Catholic University 
of America'~~'Washino,ton, D.C. 



illus+ra+ed b^jgutf 



Qrank PEDERSEN, WHOSE grandparents 

WERE FROM NORWAY. HAS TAKEN HOXIE 
AND NEAH TO HIS HOME... 



YES- IT'S A BIG 

WORD, BUT ALL 

IT MEANS IS A 

TABLE FILLED 

WITH GOOD 

THINGS TO EAT. 




I'M DISCOVERING THAT WWHAT DO YOU MEAN 
THE OLD RECIPES ARE 
AMONG THE BEST 
THINGS YOU NEWCOMERS 
GAVE TO THIS COUNTRY. 
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Mtl!$J£yZ 0P X? THE- CREWMEN SAW A COASTLINE. HISTORIANS ARE NOT CERTAIN WHICH 

?KTAH« W THWv S ?^ E n P S n AV u iI^ 5 N0VA SCOTIA- OTHRRS THAT IT WAS NEW ENGLAND 
THE FACT THAT THEY LANPEP HERE is THE ON LY THING WE'RE SURE OF.' 

I'VE FOUND PLANTS 
AND VINES IN THERE. 
LET US CALL THIS NEW 
COUNTRY VINLAND. 



f 




.5t E,F ^TURNED TO HIS HOME AND TOLD 
£?2 U J,J. H . E " EW L * ND ' UTER ' THORPINN 
S&SERk 0NE 0F LEIF ' S RELATIVES, WENT 

&™^%^ A C0L0NY s** 



©E DO NOT HAVE MANV WRITTEN RECORDS 
ABOUT THESE VERY FIR5T IMMIGRANTS, BUT 
WE DO HAVE THE ICELANDIC SAGAS. " 
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©NU!T WAS RIGHT. THE COLONY PROSPERED 
mD SOON SPREAD OUT INTO WHAT IS NOW 
NEW JERSEY AND PENNSYLVANIA," 



OUR LEADER, WILLIAM PENN, 
WOULD LIKE TO BUY SOME 
INDIVIDUAL PLOTS OP LAND. 
HE WANTS TO START A 
CITY HERE. 



"©ROM THE VERY BEGINNING, THE SWEDES CON- 
TRIBUTED THINGS THAT BECAME PART OF THE 
AMERICAN SCENE. THE LOS CABIN, FOR EYAMPL5, 
WHICH BEGANAE THE HOMESTEAD OP MANY 
PIONEERS..." 




JNCE SETTLED HERE, 
MANY OF THEM TURNED 
TO FARMING. THEY BEGAN 
WHAT HISTORIANS HAVE 
-CALLED 'THE CONQUEST 
OP THE PRAIRIE.' IN ALL, 
THEY MADE FARMS OF 
OVER 10 MILLION ACRES 
OF LAND." 
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"Bhere were new traces which appealed 
to many of them. in our forests for example..'' 



"Snd OLDER TRADES, LIKE FURNITURE- 
MAKING, WHICH THEY COULD DEVELOP." 




"@OME SCANDINAVIANS PLAYED IMPORTANT PARTS IN OUR HISTORY- JOHN ERICSSON, FOR EXAMPLE, 
A SWEDE, WHOSE INVENTION, THE MONITOR , WON AN IMPORTANT BATTLE IN THE WAR BETWEEN 
THE STATES." 
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MuSTl? S'oS rRurSr«J\^ WB HAVE A SWED,SH IMMIGRANT, FREDERICK 
RVsS^^ W IMPORAMT PART 



IN THE SLUMS OP NEW VORK 
CITY. CAME TO THIS COUNTRY 
AS AN IMMIGRANT FROM 
DENMARK;- 



OF THE MODERN RADIO SET- THE SPECIAL FART 
THAT SELECTS THE STATION WE WANT TO 



w 



w t 



m 



;«h 



e 



% 
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"®*E OF OUR SREAT INDUSTRIES OWES MUCH TO 

THIS RACIAL GROUP FOR IT WAS SWEDES WHO WORKED 

SHLiHS^S 30 ^ 8 F0R "™ E MANUFACTURE OF STEEL 
AUTO BOPIES..." 



... ®ND IT WAS ONE OF THIS GROUP WHO 
INVENTEP THE SPRING THAT MAKES THE AUTO 
SELF-STARTER POSSIBLE." 
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@b©rt 




carmine 



-MATRON OP C ATE CH J STS 



SISTER., WHAT'S A 
CAT — CAT-CATE- 
WHATEVER THAT WOKP 
15 ? 
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@OBERT WAS WEAK ANP SMALL ANP HE 
SUFFEREP TERRIBLE HEAPACHE5. BEFORE 
HISSTUPIES WERE FINISHER... 



Iirr attuscany... 



•I'D BE GLAD 
TO, FATHER, 
BUT I DON'T 
KNOW A WORD 
OF GRBEkl.p^L 




©UT BY STUPYINGHARP HE .MA5TEREP THE LANGUAGE VERY SHORTLY ANP CARRIER 
OUT HIS JOB WITH HONOR. LATER, WHEN HE RETURNER TDTHE SEMINARY HE BEGAN 
.TO PREACH IN PUBLIC. ONE PAY ST. FRANCIS BORGIA, TH6 SUPERIOR 6ENERAL. OF_ 
JESUITS, HEARP HIM...,, 




©NP SO HE WAS SENT TO THE FAMOUS UNIVERSITY 
OF LOUVAIN TO FINISH HIS STUPIES! HE CONTINUED 
t ID GAIN A REPUTATION AS A PREACHER EVEN 



QHE CHURCH SOMEHOW ALWAYS PROPUCES 
A REALLY GREAT THINKER WHEN IT NEEP5 
ONE MOST. FATHER BELLARMINE WAS THE 
GREAT THINKER OF THE PROTESTANT 
ROBERT BELLARMINE \ REFORMATION. HE SPENT HIS TIME 
PREACHES TDPAY. HE \TEACHING. 

IS SO SMALL HE HAS ^^^^ TOPAV y °^ CANNOT TAKE YOUR 
TO &TANP ON THE SOX Wmm FAITH FOR GRANTED. YOU MUST 
IN ORPER TO SEE THE MmS BE ABLE TO PEFENT? IT WITH 
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DIRECTING THE MAKING OF A, NEW TRANS- 
LATION OF THE CATHOLIC BIBLE... 




GJE WROTE SO MANY WORKS ON SO 
MANY DIFFERENT SUBJECTS THAT 
THE PROTESTANTS SET OP 5PECJAL- 
PEPARTMENT5 IN THEIR UNIVERSITIES 
JUST TO ANSWER BELLARMINE5: 
ATTACH. IT WAS THOUGHT THAT... 




30 



TREASURE CHEST 




@UT EVEN AS BUSY 'AS HE WAS, ONE OF 
CARPINAL BELLARMINE'S FIRST LOVES 
WAS TEACHING CATECHISM TO THE 
CHILPEEN. ANP WHENEVER POSSIBLE... 

NOW THE 
NEXT TIME 
WE MEET I 



0$ HE GREW OIPER.../ MY PEAK BELLAKMINE 

YOU HAVE SERVEP 
US WELL. I'M GOING 
TO GRANT YOU YOUR 
GREATEST WISH. 
YOU MAY RETIRE 
FROM THE BATTLE 
ANP BE SPIRITUAL 
\ PI RECTOR OF THE 
MROMAN SEMINARY. 
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®NP WHILE HE WAS SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR 

HE MET ANOTHER SAINT.... 

"YOUR EMINENCE, 
I AM ALOYSIUS 
GONZAGA... 




JNP SO THE OLPER SAINT P/REOEP THE 
(-AST PAY5 OF THE LIFE OF THE YOUM&ER 
SAINT. WHEN ALOYSIUS WAS PYING... 



I'M GOING TO 
HEAVEN SOON. 



PREPARE A 
PLACE FOR ME- 
I'LL BE ALONG BEFORE 
LONG. 



fijNP NEAR THE ENP OF HIS OWN LIFE, CAKPINAL 
BELLARMINE fAET STILL ANOTHER YOUNG JESUIT 
WHO WAS TO BECOME A SAINT. 

YES, I'VE HEARP 
YOUR EMINENCE, I AM X OF WU- VOL) HAVE 




sTHE NEW SEMINARIAN, ) BEEN GIVEN 
)J0HN BERCHMANS. S ALOYSIUS GONZASa's 

ROOM ANP I 

UNPERSTANP YOU 

ARE WORTHY OF IT; 

. : AS LIRE HIM AS 

you cm. 



BOT LONG AFTERWARP. WHEN CARPINAL 
BELLARMINE HIMSELF WAS pyiN6.. 





Alovsias j, St RoWr' 

GONZAGA T BELLARMINE 

K68~I59I 1 I5S3 -1622. 



QNP HE HAP HIS WISH. ALTHOUGH HE PIEP IN 
1622 CARPINAL BELLARMINE. WAS NOTCANON- 
1ZEP UNTIL 1930. THE FOLLOWING YEAR HE 
WAS PECLARED A POCTOR OF THE CHURCH By 
POPE PIUS XI. HE I? A FITTING PATKOM OFCATECKIST?. 




[O doubt about it, Frank Blenly reflected, 
he was in a spot. A Montana blizzard was 
bad enough if you weren't lost and if yOu didn't 
have a sprained anklel The fact remained that 
he was lost and his ankle pained so much that 
he could barely move. But a man had to keep 
trying, he told himself. 

He hobbled toward the shadowy outline of 
an . overhanging ledge. At least he could find 
protection from the stinging cold of the wind- 
driven snow. He had one sandwich left in his 
knapsack. He had plenty of' ammunition. for his 
rifle, but he'd be unable to do much hunting un- 
til his ankle healed a bit. 

A short time later he had a fire going, men* 
tally thanking the pack rats and other rodents 
which had made nests near the ledges. Making 
a crude crutch from a forked' limb, he hobbled 
into the fringe of trees and tugged back some 
larger pieces of wood, building up a big stack. "- 
He'd have to keep a fire going, otherwise he'd ; 
freeze. And, too, this was cougar country. One ." 
never knew what to expect from a huijgry cou* - 
gar. At least a man test in She woods felt that wa^ - 



■ 






Frank ate the sandwich, tightening his belt, 
and trying to forget that he was still hungry. He 
stared at the fringe of timber, much of it young 
stuff, swaying in the wind. Snow silvered some 
of the green boughs. Abruptly, his thoughts 
ceased as he glimpsed a dark form huddled in 
one of the nearest trees. 

A feeling of excitement in him, he hobbled 
erect, picking up his rifle. At the base of the tree 
he saw the evidence of the tree's occupant--, 
scattered bits of bough and dark droppings. 
Porcupine/ ..^ 

Tensely he peered into the tree and finally 
focated the porky. Bracing himself against an- 
other tree, he fired at the bulk. He knew he had 
hit the animal by the dull thud of the bullet. A 
second shot was necessary before he brought 
the quilty down. 

"A big one— at least twenty-five pounds," he 
murmured, poking the body which appeared to 
be an oversized, brownish-yellow pincushion. 
"Enough meat to last until fhis ankle heals," he 
added, carefully picking the porky up by one 
paw and dragging it to the fire. 
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Later, eating roasted porcupine, Frank Blenly 
had to admit that it wasn't the best meat in the 
world— but it would keep a man alive. Once again 
the lowly porcupine, a member of the rodent 
family, had proved his worth: food for men lost 
in the wilderness country. 

This story reveals the extent of the economic 
good of the porcupine, known also as an Ameri- 
can "hedgehog" and "quillpig." Generally 
speaking, most woodsmen regard the animal as 
a nuisance and as just a plain scalawag. Mean- 
dering aimlessly, lazily, the porky may be found 
in high country, low country, right up to the des- 
ert's edge. In some areas the animal is almost as, 
destructive as forest fires in destroying trees. 

Porkies are fond of invading fruit orchards and 
alfalfa fields, too. Because of these destructive 
hqh'H, Ihe ariiroa! is usually controlled by any 
means possible— shooting, trapping, and poi?on^ 
ing. Only in certain areas in remote country is 
the animal given semi-protection by residents 
and for the reason mentioned earlier— a man 
lost and weaponless can kill the indolent crea- 
tures with a club end thus keep from starving. 

Porcupines may reach a weight of forty pounds 
in some cases, but the usual weight is from twenty 
to i'wenly-f ive pounds. The way they devour buds, 
bark, leaves, and various types of ground vege- 
tation one would think their appetite is seldom 
satisfied. 

Campers in porcupine country are convinced 
that porkies will eat anything from the handles 
out of axes, shovels, and picks to the leather in 
saddles and in a man's belt— even if the bell is 
on the man! 

Typical of the havoc caused by a porcupine 
invasion of a camp site is the story of a north- 
woods trapper and hunter we can call Bill. 

Bill had gone into the Canadian wilderness 
before the heavy snow and built a good-sized 
cabin. He brought in his camping outfit and quite 
a lot of foodstuff. Needing a few more supplies, 
he went out for them, merely locking the cabin. 

The scene that met his startled gaze when he 
returned left him speechless for a moment. The 
handles of his axe and hatchet were chewed 
until they were worthless. His camp stool and cot 
were also chewed. There was a gaping hole in 
in the floor near the stove. A spare saddle, bri- 
dles, and other leather equipment were gnawed 
so badly that they- would be useless. Food was 
scattered oil over the place. Not even one grain 
of salt remained. 




The disappearance of the salt gave him the 
clue: Only one animal had such a craving for salt 
—porcupine! And from the appearance of the 
place and musky odor in the cabin a half dozen 
porkies had been at work! They'd gnawed a hole 
in the floor because he had once spilled a skillet- 
ful of bacon grease on it. They had gnawed the 
wooden handles and the leather for the salt left 
by his hands and by his horse. 

The only way to combat such invasions in por- 
cupine country is to make cabins porcupine-proof, 
with tin and heavy wood. Poison, mixed with salt 
and left at convenient locations, will often rid an 
area of these high-country scalawags. . . 

This craving for salt often gets porcupines into 
trouble. Their IQ is so poor that they will wander 
right into a busy street if they have a hankering 
for salt or for some nice young trees. 

In one Idaho town a few months ogo the local 
. sheriff was hurriedly called by a storekeeper. The 
excited man babbled so much that the lawman 
was sure he was being robbed. So he hurried 
down. He was being robbed all right— but by 
a porcupine which was wandering up and down 
the aisles! Most of the store's customers had left 
in a hurry! 
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A Utah law officer had a run-in with a bandit 
porky, too. Along about midnight he received a 
call from a near-hysterical ranch woman. Some- 
one was prowling around in the barn, she related. 
She was sure the intruder was one of the convicts 
who had recently escaped the pen. The lawman 
thought so, too;, so he really pushed the gas pedal 
down to' reach the ranch. He approached the 
barn cautiously and yelled at the_,noisy intruder 
inside: „ * 

"Come on out, with your hands up!" 
. The noise inside ceased for a moment, then 
resumed. The sheriff beamed his flashlight in- 
side— but began to feel rather foolish. The in- 
truder was a porcupine, busily gnawing up a 
saddle! 

In disposition the porcupine is sullen, antisocial, 
and just, plain stupid. Many are killed by cars as 
they try to cross roads without even bothering 
to get out of the way. Near wrecks are caused 
when a speeding car hits a large porky. 

Generally speaking, however, porcupines are 
content to remain in one area for weeks at a 
time— or in one tree if it offers plenty of food! 
During the winter they curl up in caves, or in trees 
in the lower country, coming out of their stupor 
to feed when the urge hits them. The young are 
born in March or April, sometimes earlier. They 
come into the world hungry, and in a short time 
they accompany mama to the treetops. . 

No doubt you've heard the story that the por- 
cupine can throw its quills. This story has been 
found to be untrue. There is, however, another 
story which seems even more unbelievable, but is 
truei The baby porcupines, at birth, weigh more 
than bear cubs I A bear cub weighs from ten to 



twelve ounces, but young porkies may weigh up 
to a pound and a quarter. 
. "A woodsman, even if he likes wild creatures, 
can't feel close to a porcupine," one naturalist 
reported a little sadly. 

This is due, in no small part, to Mr. Ouch's 
formidable quills. They are sharp and barbed, 
and once they penetrate the skin they work in 
and are extremely painful to extract. Even such 
hungry hunters as the cougar, wolf, and coyote 
prefer to let porky go his independent way unless 
they face starvation. Even then, they employ a 
method that will often allow them to escape wiih 
few if any quills. 

The porky's stomach is soft and unquilled— 
and a hungry animal can make a quick kill if he 
can get at this area. Porky knows this; so, if on 
the ground, he will bunch his body in a way that 
will discourage attack. A cougar, coyote, or other 
food hunter will wait patiently until porky has re- 
laxed his ball-like position and starts to waddle 
away— then the attacker will leap forward and 
deftly flip porky over on his quilly bock! 

It is said that the fisher, a blood-thirsty little 
animal, will attack porcupines by coming up on 
them from underneath as they huddle on a limb. 

Without doubt, however, the porcupine has, 
in its quills, not only an unusual defensive weap- 
on but also a very effective one, whether used 
on humans or on other wildlife creatures. He will 
never be a favorite creature of mankind, but as 
a part of our varied wildlife scene, porky has 
his place. Economically useless, except for the 
quills used for decorating frontier type clothing 
and moccasins, porky will continue to be the in- 
valuable friend of the person l.ost in th« woods.. 
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